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Introduction 
 
Little Stanion saw the first house built in 2008. As of 2019 there are 850 
houses and apartments, with approximately 1400 residents. The total 
number of properties envisaged within current plans is 970. 
 
In its early days the Little Stanion Village Association was formed to 
provide a central point for residents to ask questions, seek advice and 
for the Association to represent their views to appropriate bodies.  
From the 1st April 2019, LSVA became part of the Parish Council. It is now 
known as the Little Stanion Village Committee. [Village Committee]. 
 
Initially, Stanion Parish Council had statutory responsibility for Little 
Stanion, however in 2017, Corby Borough Council [CBC] agreed that 
Little Stanion should have its own Parish Council, and so Little Stanion 
Parish Council’s first meeting was on the 18th April 2018. 
 
There is full complement of 9 Parish Councillors. The structure of the 
Council is:- 
 
- Chairman 
- Vice Chair 
- The Resources Committee that looks after finance and budgeting 

matters, and personnel issues 
- The Planning Committee responds to requests from Corby Borough 

Council to examine planning applications for the village and give the 
Parish Council’s views on those applications. 

- The Communications Committee handles all communications with 
residents and external bodies, be they in writing, via social media 
including the website. 

- The Little Stanion Village Committee is responsible for social activities 
of the Parish Council. 

- The Parish Clerk is the only paid employee of the Council. 
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The Councillors are:- 
Cllr Chris J M Horsman [Chairman] 
Cllr John F Lattimore. [Vice Chair and Chair, Planning Committee] 
Cllr Charlie P Anson 
Cllr Ian J Mclees [Chair, Resources Committee] 
Cllr Ray A Kilham [Chair, Communications Committee] 
Cllr Sarah E L Wood [Chair, Little Stanion Village Committee] 
Cllr Melanie Jamera  
Cllr Berenice Wyke 
Cllr Stuart Nash 
Mrs Julia A Tufnail [Parish Clerk] 
 
The Parish Clerk is Mrs Julia A Tufnail who joined the Council on the first 
of August 2018. She had previously been Parish Clerk at Stanion Parish 
Council for a number of years. 
 
In December of 2018, the Council began to develop this two-year plan in 
order to give focus and direction to its activities. This report is the result 
of those deliberations. 
 
There remains concern within the village as to why the planned 
development of additional homes, shops and the village hall has been 
delayed until recently. The Parish Council is in regular touch with the 
developers and the relevant staff at CBC to find out why this is. We have 
been assured by the developers that they are financially committed to 
completing the work once certain matters outside their control have 
been resolved. 
 

The AIMS of the Parish Council 
 
It was decided that there should be three AIMS to the plan. They are:- 
 
1. To make Little Stanion a desirable and safe place to live and work 

 
2. To improve the profile of Little Stanion Parish Council. 

 
3. To recognise the contribution of others, work closely with them 

and establish relationships. 
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Whilst these represent the principal aims, it does not exclude other aims being 
developed if circumstances change. This is particularly relevant since  
Northamptonshire County Council is to be dissolved and two Unitary  
Authorities created to replace the County Council. Little Stanion will be 
accountable to the North Unitary Authority. This will take effect in April 2021. 
It is unclear how the Unitary Authority arrangements will impact on the work 
and responsibilities of Parish Councils. 
 
Once the AIMS were decided, each of three working parties was charged with 
deciding what tactics were needed to fulfil the Aims. These were then 
prioritised and proposals put forward as to how each tactic should be tackled, 
along with Timescales and Costs. 
 
It is recognised that the implementation of the plan requires more money than 
the Council has available at present. It will, therefore, be necessary to seek 
grants to fund certain activities. This process has started. 
 
It is anticipated that some actions will fall to the Village Committee to carry 
out, and that that committee needs to co-opt residents in order to provide 
adequate resources. It was agreed that a maximum of ten non-Councillors 
could be co-opted. 
 
 

Tactics, Action Plans, Timescales and Costings 
 
In this section of the two-year plan, reference is made to the cost of the 
various actions proposed.  These costs are simply indicative since expenditure 
depends on the funds available either through the Parish Council budget, from 
a variety of sponsors or as a result of any bids that may be applied for. 
 
Where reference to Timescale is made: 
 
Q3/19 is July to September 2019 Q4/19 is October to December 2019 
Q1/20 is January to March 2020 Q2/20 is April to June 2020 
Q3/20 is July to September 2020 Q4/20 is October to December 2020 
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AIM 1: To make Little Stanion a desirable and safe place to live and 
     work 
 
1.1. CCTV 

There are some closed-circuit television cameras that are in place but 
are not operating.  It is necessary, therefore, to find out why this is so 
and to request that they be made operational.  In respect of the future, 
we require to understand what are the longer term proposals for CCTV 
in the village, their use close to the primary school, the shops and the 
village hall. 
 
Timescale: Q3/19 
Cost:  NIL 

 
1.2. Speed cameras/traffic calming 

The Council is still concerned for the safely of pedestrians, car drivers, 
lorry drivers and the deer population on Longcroft Road.  We recognise 
that there are three issues that need to be considered over and above 
the two deer-warning signs that were erected on this road. 
 
- A vehicle activated sign [VAS]  
- Traffic calming 
- Speed restriction 

 
We have use of a mobile VAS though the office of the Rural Pride Officer 
and from the results that this provides, we are able to ascertain the 
number of vehicles that exceed the speed limit.  It is however 
recommended that we have our own permanent VAS. 
 
Traffic calming is achieved by the use of a VAS, however the Parish 
Council feels that speed bumps or chicane constructions are not the way 
forward. There is evidence that a VAS has a better chance to reduce 
drivers’ speed. 
 
The third aspect is the speed limit on this road. It is currently 30mph and 
the NCC Highways is in possession of a report from the Police who 
maintain that it should be increased to 40mph. The Parish Council has 
written to NCC Highways opposing this increase, however we 
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understand that no final decision has been taken [due to NNC’s financial 
constraints] and that the Parish Council will be consulted before any 
decision is made.  
 
The VAS is the subject of grant applications to CBC and to the Police, Fire 
& Crime Commissioner. We will continue to avail ourselves of the mobile 
VAS, available via the Rural Pride Office of CBC, whenever it is our turn 
on the rota. 
 
Timescales:  The decision re our grant application for the VAS is 
expected in or before Q3/19.  

 
 Timescale for speed restriction: 

The decision re the speed limit increase is unknown but is likely to be 
delayed until the North Unitary Authority is up and running; probably 
not before 2021.  
 
Timescale for VAS: 
Costs:  The total VAS cost is £6,140 per sign. 

If our applications are unsuccessful, another grant source 
will need to be identified. 
 

1.3. Signage 
It is in the developer’s plan to provide a sign showing the village name. It 
is hoped that it will include the adopted village logo.  The Parish Council 
has recognised that the present Village sign at the corner of Longcroft 
Road and Roman Road [opposite the school] might need moving once 
the ‘Hub’ is completed. 
 
It is also proposed to erect “finger direction signs”, such as lake, primary 
school, village hall, children’s play areas, within the village. 
 
Part of the submission to CBC is funding for three map-boards showing 
where people can walk [and where they shouldn’t] in South 
Woods.there are on-going discussions with Tata Steel re signage in the 
woods. 
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Timescale: Village sign for Longcroft Road: from the  developer 
Q1/20 
Cost: NIL 
 
Timescale: Fingers direction signs:   
Q2/20 
Cost: c.£1,000 
 
Timescale: Map boards for South Woods 
Q4/19 or earlier if a grant is secured. 
Cost: c.£130 

 
 
1.4. Zebra crossings 

As the population increases, so will the amount of traffic in the village.  
It is proposed to examine the provision of zebra crossings in  the village.  
The developer is expected to create zebra crossings where access to the 
primary school is, and by the village hall once constructed.   
A date for the adoption of the roads is not known. 
 
Timescale: 
Q2 or Q3/20 
 
Cost: It is anticipated that the cost for these will be borne by the 
developers.  

 
 
1.5. PCSO visibility/Crime/Anti-Social behaviour 

We have not had much attention from our allocated PCSO Joe Devlin 
and this has been explained by him as a problem with the number of 
villages he has to cover and the time he has available. Since there have 
been a number of incidents in the last year, thefts, anti social behaviour, 
attempted burglary and suspicious characters in the village, this lack of 
police presence has caused concern. 
 
Whilst it is not financially possible at present, the Parish Council has 
been made aware of a dedicated/sponsored scheme whereby a village 
can have its own PCSO.  The Chairman has written to the Chairs of  
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Stanion Parish Council and Weldon Parish Council to ask if either or both of 
those Councils might be willing to PCSO-share at some stage in the future. Both 
Stanion and Weldon have decided against employing a PCSO, shared or of their 
own. 

 
In the meantime, the Parish Council will seek to obtain regular reports from 
the PCSO and the internet, and to investigate ways in which we can have more 
regular contact with him and the Police in general.  He has yet to make an 
appearance at a Little Stanion Parish Council meeting. 

 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Council on 28th May 2019 it was decided 
to escalate the issue of criminal activity and a plan of action to be proposed at 
the 23rd July Parish Council meeting. 

 
The Parish Council will continue to analyse the Police crime statistics, which are 
available on-line, on a regular basis and discuss with the Police what action the 
Parish Council could be taking.  

 
The Facebook Community Page is recognised as a “virtual neighbourhood 
watch” and provides an opportunity to give an urgent alert of untoward 
behaviour. It has been agreed [23rd May 2019] to ask, via Facebook, if there are 
any residents prepared to set up Neighbourhood Watch schemes throughout 
the village. LSPC will offer guidance but cannot run a NW Scheme. 
 
It is not known how long the dedicated PCSO scheme will be available but we 
presume it will be for some years. The Parish Council might, in time, wish to 
consult with residents about increasing the precept to raise funds to pay for 
our own PCSO. 
 
Timescale: 
Our own PCSO – realistically Q4/20 or beyond.  

 
Cost: 
The cost for one village to have its own PCSO is £37,000 per annum 
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1.6. Small green spaces 
There are four such green spaces in the village, each owned by a builder. 
To date, Bovis has indicated that it is happy to sign theirs over to the 
Parish Council. Others have not responded. 
 
The plan is for the Council to ask residents what they would like to see 
them used for. Suggestions have been made including 
[1] play area 
[2] wild flower garden  
[3] an area for reflection or conversation 
[4] just left as they are and mowed regularly 
[5] sensory garden 
 
Timescale: 04/19 
Cost:  say £800 
  Plants/equipment etc 
 

1.7  Park Benches 
As part of our bid for funds from CBC this year we have asked for money 
to purchase six park benches. These will be placed alongside the play 
areas as somewhere for parents to sit whilst their children enjoy playing. 
Benches are also a part of LSFMC’s commitment to the open spaces 
plan. 
 
Timescale: 
Q3 or Q4/19 

 
Cost: £3,480 
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AIM 2: To improve the profile of Little Stanion Parish Council 
 
Historically, the main connection with the residents of the village has been 
through the former Little Stanion Village Association. The Village Committee 
now takes on this role and will be assisted by non-Councillors who are co-
opted onto that committee. 
 
This section of the plan looks at how the Parish Council’s connection with the 
Residents can be developed. It is not about how we can make the Parish 
Council famous! 
 
2.1. Research into what residents want from the Parish Council 

The reality is that as a Parish Council we know what statutory 
responsibilities we have, and how those responsibilities should be 
performed. Beyond that we have to make some assumptions of what 
residents want from us. Now is a good time to establish a better 
understanding as to what residents do expect, providing it is within our 
gift. 

 
 It is accepted that the views will be diverse and not everyone’s ideas will 

be able to satisfy everyone’s needs. The plan is to conduct a piece of 
research by making contact with as many residents as possible.  It is 
proposed this be done using survey software that can be used on 
Facebook and on the website.  

 
We will also consider a paper questionnaire that can be used at social 
events in the village and the drop-In sessions. It will likely require a short 
period of “watch out for” publicity to get the highest response rate.  The 
results will be publicised to residents. Maybe being the subject of our 
first newsletter? [see 2.3.3] 

 
 Survey questionnaires require careful structuring so professional help 

will be sought to both construct the survey and to analyse the results. 
The cost of the survey software has been included in our bid for funds 
from CBC. 
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Timescale:   Q3/19 
  

Cost:   Nil if our bid to CBC is successful.  
Otherwise: £384 

 
2.2. Achieving Quality Status 

This is achieved through the Local Council Awards Scheme. 
 The program requires the Parish Council to apply for a quality 

qualification.  The application has to satisfy the awarding body that the 
Council has performed all its mandatory and statutory responsibilities to 
the required level, including:- 
- Good governance in finance and business 
- Budget and precept information 
- Statutory documentation 
- Financial mechanisms and management 
- Transparency of payments 

 
The benefit to the Council is that it can demonstrate to its residents that it is 
managing its business and funds in a professional manner.  This would be the 
first time that Little Stanion Parish has had the chance to apply for this 
recognition.  
 
There are higher levels of qualification, however for LSPC to be eligible to apply 
for them, we need to have General Power of Competence.  If our next Parish 
Council elections are brought forward to fall into line with Unitary elections, 
this would enable us to have all Councillors being formally elected [some are 
currently co-opted] and therefore we can apply for GPC. The qualifying rule is 
that a Parish Council should have 60% of Councillors elected. 
 
Timescale: The Parish Clerk is in the process of gathering material for  
  submission.  

Q3/19 
 
Cost:  £50 submission fee. 
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2.3. Effective Communications with residents and external bodies 
 

2.3.1.Facebook/websites 
The Facebook Community Page has proved a success on a number of 
fronts, as well as allowing the Parish Council to keep residents aware of 
events and letting residents air their feelings on any number of matters. 
 
However, the Communications Committee proposed that the Parish 
Council should have its own Facebook page. This would deal strictly with 
Council matters and questions from residents about issues where the 
Council’s advice could be useful. It would also have a link to the Parish 
Council website, be a closed group and postings would only go live after 
an administrator has sanctioned inclusion. 
 
At the AGM 2019, it was agreed to run a 6-month trial of a Parish 
Council Facebook page. 
 
Timescale:  Facebook Community Page, on-going. 
  LSVA Website to continue until decision for closure is made. 

LSPC Facebook page, a trial approved 28th May 2019 
LSPC website to continue its development 

 
Cost:  NIL on all accounts 
 
2.3.2.Welcome Letter to new arrivals 
A letter has been devised to give new home owners and tenants the 
sort of information that is so vital when moving to an unfamiliar village.  
The text was approved [with some amendments] on 28th May 2019. 
These will be given to either the occupiers who are selling or the 
newcomers if they are in situ. 
One Village Committee Councillor [Berenice Wyke] to co-ordinate the 
process. All Councillors to feed information to Berenice who will arrange 
delivery.The letter will updated whenever necessary. 
 
Timescale:  
Q2/19 
 
Cost: £20 a year [allows for 50 newcomers] 
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2.3.3.Newsletters 
It is the Council’s intention to introduce a newsletter, say four times a 
year. Its success will depend on the amount of information that can be 
gathered and published. It will be in two formats, email and paper.  It is 
hoped that many residents who use email will entrust their email 
address to the Parish Council. We will of course be governed by the 
General Data Protection Regulation [GDPR] Act 2018. The information 
will not be used for any other purpose. We also propose a paper version 
for those who prefer this method. 
 
Timescale: Q4/19 
 
Cost:   £90 for 900 printed version 
 
 
2.3.4. Podcasts, Twitter, Zoom [broadcasts of Council meetings] 
The Council is keen to utilise whatever methods of communication are 
practicable and cost effective. At this stage these media are being 
evaluated and are unlikely to be launched until 2020.  It is hoped that 
there might be someone in the village who is familiar with one or more 
of these techniques who can help us decide the way forward, and 
maybe implementation. At present, no streaming of meetings can take 
place as there is no internet connection at the Welcome Centre. 
 
Timescale: Q3/20 
 
Cost:  Unknown at this point. 

 
2.3.5. Parish Council attendance at the village’s summer barbecue 
The Parish Councillors do, of course, help out at this event and will 
continue to do so if asked, [the fete will be managed by the Village 
Committee], however for 20th July 2019 the Council wishes to have a 
stall where a paper version of the residents’ survey can be conducted 
and where residents can seek advice and information. It will be 
dependant on the survey being formulated in time. 
 
Timescale:  20th July 2019 and each summer thereafter. 
 Cost:   NIL 
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2.3.6. Notice boards 
The Council owns two notice boards, both close to the bus stop outside 
the Welcome Centre. One is the Parish Council’s Board, the other, the 
Community Board was previously owned by the LSVA. It is our proposal 
to have a third board close to the Primary School, providing permission 
can be granted. A notice board has been included in our grant 
application to CBC. 
 
Both existing notice boards have been renovated. The board previously 
known as the Community Notices Board will be re-badged as “The 
Parish Council”. One side behind the acrylic will be used by the Parish 
Council;  the other will be at the disposal of the Village Committee. 
 
Timescale:  Q3/19 for new board if CBC bid successful 
 
Cost:  NIL if the grant is successful 

Otherwise, £2,697 for a new notice board 
 
2.3.7. Drop-Ins  
The drop-ins to-date have not been as well attended as we had hoped, 
however we intend to continue them until the end of 2019, after which 
time we will evaluate the attendances and issues raised. The aim of the 
drop-ins is to give residents an opportunity to seek advice on any 
concerns or ask questions about what is happening in the village, for 
those who cannot attend a ParishCouncil meeting or wish to do so in 
private. 
 
We are of the opinion that many residents don’t know what the Council 
does, can do or can’t do. The drop-ins, the newsletter and whatever 
other media are used, are all aimed at fulfilling that need. 
 
An A-Board has been purchased. It is proposed to affix signs that 
advertise the day and times of Parish Council meetings and Drop-Ins. 
 
Timescale: Once every two months, in between Parish Council 

meetings. 
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Cost: Quote to be obtained for the Notices that will be fixed to the 
Board. To be discussed 23rd July 2019. 
 

 
 

AIM 3:  To recognise the contribution of others, work closely  
  with them and establish relationships 
 

3.1 To develop a database of contacts 
This database is aimed at establishing a list of all those 
organisations/bodies with whom the Parish Council could 
usefully have a relationship. The second element of the list is 
to determine what that relationship means in practical terms. 
The list would be used for press releases, consultations on 
matters of mutual interest and possibly sponsorship. 
 
Some of the organisations would include:- 

  Corby Borough Council 
  NCC/North Unitary Authority from 2021 
  National Association of Local Councils [NALC]  

Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils 
[NCALC] 

  The Village Primary School 
  Fire & Rescue 
  Police, Local and County 
  Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner 
  East Midlands Ambulance Service 
  Little Stanion Farm Management Company 
  JME Civils Limited 
   

  Timescale: From Q3/19 onwards 
 
  Cost:   NIL 

 
3.2. Devise a working format with L.S. Village Committee 
This has been done. Five Councillors now sit on the Village 
Committee and their Terms of Reference were approved on 23rd 
May 2019. They have the authority to have up to 10 non- 
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Councillor committee members [total membership of the 
committee therefore 15], drawn from residents in the village. 

 
3.3. Making contact with the youth of the village 
The Council decided to devise a way to connect with the youth of 
the village. The numbers involved are to be established through 
the residents’ survey.  
 
At the 2019 AGM it was decided look into to establishing a Youth 
Council, set up by and responsible to the Parish Council. 

 
Timescale: Q4/19 
 
Cost: NIL budgeted for. 
 
3.4. Clubs and Associations 
This too will be governed by the results of the residents’ survey. Existing 
clubs and associations that use the Welcome Centre should be given 
help to develop their membership so that they will have sufficient 
membership to be able to justify transferring to the new Village Hall. 

 
The role of the Parish Council is to facilitate the launch of any 
club/group, however it cannot be the instigator. 
 
Timescale: Q4/19 onwards 
 
Cost:  NIL 

 
3.5. Village competitions and prizes 

 It is proposed to continue with existing events and to develop others.  
 Perhaps an event per season might be considered. For example:- 
 
 Spring  Best garden competition 
 Summer Village fete 
 Autumn Scarecrow competition 
 Winter  Christmas Lights, Christmas fete 
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It is suggested that the Village Committee be asked to develop this idea 
and competition winning should be celebrated and publicised. 

 
 Timescale: from Q3/19 onwards 
 
 Costs:  £250 plus £400 in prizes 
 
 3.6. Applying for grants 

As already stated, the Parish Council does not presently have the funds 
to provide all the activities and purchases it wishes, therefore it will have 
to seek funds from those organisations who offer grants. 
 
This will be a task for the Chairman and Chair of the Resources 
Committee to look into, in conjunction with the Parish Clerk. 
 
We have so far applied for grants from:- 
Corby Borough Council  
The  Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner.  
Decisions awaited.  
Additional applications will be made in the coming months. 
Copies of the applications are available for Councillors to read. 
 
Timescale: Q3/19 
 
Cost:  NIL 

 
 
  
 
 

 
   

  
 
 

 
 
 



   
 


